DON'T JUDGE A BOOK BY IT’S COVER... 


and don’t judge all Skinheads by the media’s stereotypes! 


A ccording to the media, all kids into the Skin- 
head style and subculture are Queer-bashers 
and racists. The media is not concerned about 

the truth, but rather with selling papers and air-time. 

Certainly, quite a few kids who call themselves Skin- 

heads are ignorant and subscribe to racist and 

homophobic ideology, ! 

The media has perpetuated the myth by giving tre- 
mendous exposure to cases in which skins have been 
involved in violences, such as the 
brutal murders of gay men in 
Queens, NY and Montreal, 
Québec. You will rarely hear of 
the positive actions skins are tak- 
ing against homophobia, both 
within the Skinhead community 
and our larger society as well. 


A BRIEF HISTORY 
OF SKINHEADS 


The first thing which is impor- 
tant to acknowledge is that not all 
Skinheads are racist. The original 
skins were working class kids in 
England in the late 1960°s who 
took as much from the “Mod” 
movement (a British rock subcul- 
ture dedicated to clean living and sharp style, charac- 
terized in such films as QUADROPHENIA by The 
Who), as it did from the Jamaican “Rude Boys” 

(West Indian immigrants also known for their cool 
style and tough attitudes). The original Skinheads lis- 
tened to American Soul music, ska and rocksteady 


(two more danceable predecessors to Reggae). They 
hung out with Black youth, and frequented Black 
dance clubs. At that time, there were NO racist over- 
tones, nor was the movement anti-Queer. Yes, indi- 
vidual skins may have participated in ignorant 
attacks, but as a whole this was not the case. 

Unfortunately, skins were violent (as many work- 
ing class kids are), and their movement fell into de- 
cline when they began fighting amongst themselves, 
rival subcultures and eventually the cops. 

In the late 1970’s and early 1980’s, Skinheads re- 
emerged. This time, the media picked up on the igno- 


ox ove 


rant elements within the skin scene (such as racists, 
sexists, Queerbashers, etc.) and played up on it. The 
British Left-wing abandoned skinheads, feeling they 
were all violent, reactionary youth beyond reach, 
which allowed the right wing to infiltrate the skin- 
head scene and organize. Feeling condemned, some 
skins turned to the only people to support them: the 
NATIONAL FRONT (a racist, fascist party dedi- 
cated to keeping Britain 
2 : “pure”). It is also important to 
E n note that not all Skinheads 
gE took up fascist ideology. Many 
K stood against such ignorance, 
which included racism and ho- 
mophobia (as characterized by 
such bands as the REDSKINS 
and ANGELIC UPSTARTS). 
The Skinhead scene became a 
civil war between racist, homo- 
phobic right-wing boneheads 
(as we call them, because they 
are a mutation from what the 
traditional skins stood for) and 
the skinheads who knew better. 


SKINS IN AMERICA 


Most Skinheads in the United States are anti-rac- 
ist. Sadly, even within the anti-racist Skinhead move- 
ment there are splits. There is a faction of skins who 
are anti-racist but are ultra-nationalists and most of 
the time homophobic as well. Instead of picking on 
Blacks and Jews, they attack leftists, Queers and oth- 
ers they consider “undesirable” to their version of 
what the U.S. should be like. An example is the 
Skins who murdered Julio Rivera in Queens. 

Though multiracial, they were still ignorant, Queer- 
bashing scum! 

Then there are skins like us, who stand up against 
ALL forms of discrimination. Many of us are anar- 
chists, socialists, communists or we defy labels (but 
we all lean to the Left). We are trying the change 
this world for the better, and recognize that racism 
and homophobia are two sides of the same coin. 
They’re all tactics used to keep people divided from 


seeing who their real enemies are. Instead of taking 
on the leaders in Washington and the ruling elite 
who keep us all down. Racism, homophobia and 
other oppression keep us divided and fighting 
among ourselves, instead of trying to cure the real 
problems we should be confronting, like the AIDS 
crisis, poverty, homelessness and other plagues upon 
humanity. 


POSITIVE ACTIONS BY SKINS 
AGAINST HOMOPHOBIA 


Left skins have done a number of positive actions 
in support of Queer liberation, but these actions have 
been grossly unreported, even within the Queer me- 
dia. As mentioned before, bands such as the RED- 
SKINS and the BLAGGERS have taken open stands 
against homophobia. In Portland, Oregon, the local 
SHARP (SkinHeads Against Racial Prejudice) chap- 
ter did security for ACT-UP events and helped out 
with Queer community activities. In NYC, we’ve 
‘Openly confronted Skinheads we knew to be gay- 
bashers, and have told them never to show their 
faces again. The list goes on.... 


QUEER SKINS? 


And yes, Queer skins exist as well. In San Fran- 
cisco, a crew called the “Pink Triangle” skins were 
together in the late 1980s. JD’s ’zine from Canada 
frequently networks Queer Skinheads, and for a 
while an attempt to form a Gay Skinhead Movement 
was taking off (And to an extent still exists). Though 
most Skins are hets (or goad at hiding their Queer- 
ness! ), gay, lesbian and bi skins exist and we oécept 
them as a part of the progressive Skinhead commu- 
nity, as fellow brothers and sisters in the cause @®€ ra- 
cism, heterosexism and ignorance. 


NETWORKING AND COMMUNICA- 
TION: THE KEY TO CHANGE 


Fight Ignorance Through Education 


Skinheads 
head list of 


gay-bashers, 
report says 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Gays 
are being violently attacked at 
an alarmingly increasing rate, 
according to a new report that 
puts much of the blame on neo- 
Nazi skinheads and rising intol- 
erance on college campuses. 

A total of 7,248 incidents in 1988 
— from harassment to homicide 
— were reported to the National 
Gay & Lesbian Task Force by 
120 organizations in 38 states and 
the District of Columbia. 

There were 240 more incidents 
documented in 1988 than in 1987, 
the report said. 

About two-thirds of the inct- 
dents were verbal harassment, 
according to the report, “Anti- 
Gay Violence, Victimization & 
Defamation in 1988.” The re- 
mainder were: physical assaults, 
12 percent; threats of violence or 
menacing, 10 percent; vandal- 
ism, 6 percent; police abuse, 
3 percent; bomb threats, 1 per- 
cent; and homicide, arson and 
‘other,” 1 percent. 


DON’T BELIEVE THE HYPE! NOT ALL 
SKINHEADS ARE QUEER-BASHERS 


To finish off, we would just like to say that we 
are in full support of Queer liberation, and we are at- 
tempting to fight those Skinheads (and non-Skins) 

ho harass and attack gays, lesbians, and bi-sexuals. 
ens of any kind MUST NOT BE TOLER- 
ATED! 


Weare interested in networking and working 
with Queer activists to spread progressive, anti-rac- 
ist and Queer-positive messages. If you’re interested 
in working with us, please get in touch. The only 
way to make a difference in this world is to 
unite for change! 


Stop Prejudice Through Action 
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